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Journalistic Film Review: Glory
Glory is one of the most intricately perfect movies of ages relies on emotions to convey the message as well as depict humanity. This historical war drama highlights the terrific and horrific experience of the Civil War era and the important role of the Union black soldiers.
The film takes place in the Civil War setting and the 54th Massachusetts Infantry Regiment led by Captain Robert Shaw, played by Matthew Broderick involves recruits from former slaves. The film depicts the terrible experiences that black soldiers went through as they try to survive. Pvt Trip, played by Denzel Washington, is caught after disappearing and is ordered to be flogged in front of the regiment. The commanding officer, Shaw, does not take time to think about why Trip disappeared. But, as later depicted, he went to look for shoes since there were insufficient supplies. Physical mistreatment was not the only problem the black soldiers experienced. Even though they worked together with the white soldiers, black soldiers were paid $10 compared to their white counterparts who were paid $13 per month (Zwick, 1989). This unequal treatment is depicted as Trip and his colleagues tear their pay vouchers to protest the unequal treatment.
This film involves various actors including Matthew Broderick who takes the role of the lead captain of the 54th Massachusetts Regiment, Denzel Washington as Pvt. Trip, and Morgan Freeman as Sgt. Maj. John Rawlins. These characters have played a significant role in developing the plot and also other characters. For example, Captain Shaw, the only white soldier in the team, works closely with his team and commits to helping them. He even participates in the protest with the black soldiers by tearing his pay voucher as well. He also promotes Rawlins to the rank of sergeant major. Denel Washington, who plays Pvt. Trip, also plays a major role in highlighting the harsh experiences that black soldiers went through while serving under the Union military. This includes mistreatment and unequal treatment in compensation. Trip also makes an inspirational and emotional speech before they engage in the Charleston Harbor attack, which as General George Strong expected to result in heavy casualties. Shaw and his team volunteer to take the mission despite the danger it poses.
Compared to the film, The Siege, which has also been directed by Edward Zwick, Glory shows the various levels of humanity. Compared to The Siege, which is a political drama film, Glory is a historical war drama genre that depicts both bravery and fear of the black soldiers who fought in the Civil War. This film shows the realities and horrors of the Civil War as blacks soldiers are led to a fight where they end up killed by the confederate soldiers (Zwick, 1989). The soldiers were volunteers and good people who felt the need to make a change and serve the course they believed in. The filmmaker captures the attention of the views through empathetic appeal.
The important technical aspects of this film include the setting of the Civil War period. Many people today may not understand the context of the Civil War, but this film offers an insight into the setting where hundreds of black soldiers fought for the Union. The exterior filming of the movie that took place in Massachusetts and Georgia opens a view to the audience into the reality of the Civil War period.
The film has successfully portrayed the social and political challenges of the black soldiers during the Civil War. Black soldiers who served with the whites in the same battlegrounds were paid differently. This unequal treatment, which was also protested by the black soldiers led by Pvt. Trip depicts the social challenges that black soldiers faced. In terms of political issues, the film further portrays the racial biases and how the Union used the black soldiers to fulfill missions that they would not attempt. This is depicted in the mission to assault Morris Island and to capture Fort Wagner. It is clear from General George that the mission would result in serious casualties and the best-suited candidates for such mission are the black soldiers.
The film has successfully portrayed the reality of the inequalities that the black soldiers experienced, while also highlighting the important role they played in advancing the Union’s victory. However, there are some inaccuracies in the historical details. For example, the 54th regiment composed of former slaves as depicted in the film, but this is not accurate because some of them were free men from Northern America.
Structure Note-Taking Sheets
	Character 
	Decisions/Actions
	Results 

	Pvt. Trip
	-He leaves the regiment 
-He leads the protest for unequal pay
	-The team realizes that there are no adequate supplies to help them in the fight
-The protest highlights the racial inequalities in the Union military 

	Cap. Robert Shaw 
	-Confronts the base’s racist quartermaster 
-He also tears his pay voucher
-He volunteers to lead the attack at Charleston Harbor 
-He refuses to obey unlawful order 
He lifts the flag upon the death of Shaw
	-He helps to identify the inequalities in the military base as he confronts the racist quartermaster on behalf of his team
-He helps to show the social and political challenges that black soldiers went through

	General Gorge Strong 
	-He orders Shaw’s team to take on the assault on Morris Island where serious casualty is expected 
	-He portrays the white supremacist view as he orders the team that is expendable to take on the mission 


	Forbes and Rawlins 
	-They take charge after Shaw is shot dead by numerous gunshots 
	-They advance the Union’s attack on the confederate
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